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immediately communicate it to the British Government, and
then, in reply to an observation of Gorchakov's that he hoped
they could count on the approval of Lord Derby, Lord Odo
Russell replied that he believed in fact that this approval would
be given.1

Lord Derby, who did not attach the same importance to the
matter as his chief, one way or the other, sent a soothing reply to
Berlin. As regards Disraeli, doubts of his own policy, the
suspense of the past week, the apathy of the Foreign Office, the
strain of convincing the Queen and the indifferent state of his own
health may have been the background against which this little
episode attained such magnified proportions.

He read through Lord Odo Russell's objections to his policy,
and found nothing significant in them. As he saw it, the result
of his own policy would be that Turkey, so far from being en-
couraged in the belief that she could rely on Britain to prop up
her failing power, would realize that she must follow the direc-
tions of the British Government "without cavil." While Lord
Odo apparently saw in the future another Crimean War, Disraeli
saw nothing more alarming than a conference.2 Reluctantly the
Queen allowed herself to be convinced, but reiterated her wish
that every attempt must be made to secure a conference and
convince both the Porte and other Powers that Turkey was not
advised by England to refuse to accept the Memorandum. She
could not understand why the fleet was being so much strength-
ened in the Dardanelles, but Disraeli pointed out to her that
Germany was about to send an iron-clad squadron, a gun-boat
and a corvette to Salonica, and a further gun-boat to Constantin-
ople to protect German interests in Turkey. He played cleverly
on her anti-Russian prejudice by reminding her that one of the
consequences of sanctioning the Memorandum would have been
the garrisoning of Constantinople by Russia and the placing of
the Turkish fleet under Russian protection. He followed this up
by telling her that a friendly representation was to be made to the
Powers that England intended to observe strictly the treaties of
1841 and 1856.3
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a". . . Nothing must be hurried, and, before the Congress meets, the policy
of England should be decided, and the same ____ " Q.V. II. 4*4.
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